because they appeared to me not to understand
the great peril in which they were placed, and to Sidney
while they would not themselves seek a remedy
for their present ills, seemed to hate all who tried
to make them take measures for their own safety.
The rumour is gaining ground here that your
Queen has ordered troops to be sent to the help
of the Belgians; it is added that the most noble
Earl of Leicester will command the forces that
are to go. If this report be true, you have ob-
tained what you so greatly desired, for I doubt
not you will have a share in the enterprise, I
would not, even if I could, weaken or blunt the
edge of your spirit, still I must advise you now
and then to refledl that young men who rush
into danger incautiously almost always meet an
inglorious end, and deprive themselves of the
power of serving their country; for a-man who
falls at an early age cannot have done much
for his country. Let not, therefore, an excessive
desire of fame hurry you out of your course;
and be sure you do not give the glorious name
of courage to a fault which only seems to have
something in common with it. It is the misfor-
tune, or rather the folly, of our age, tha.t most
men of high birth think it more honourable to do
the work of a soldier than of a leader, and would
rather earn a name for boldness than for judge-
ment. Hence in our countries we can scarcely
find a veteran commander; and this is owing sim-ndertaking ? I
